
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Shropshire Parent Carer Council  

Monthly Newsletter. 

March 2025 

Welcome to PACC’s monthly newsletter.  

If you have any questions or require any further information, 

please email:  

info@paccshropshire.org.uk 

 

 
PACC AGM  

 

 

The PACC AGM looked back on the period Oct 2023 – Nov 2024.  It was held at the Shropshire 

Wildlife Trust Buildings in Shrewsbury on 21st March 2025. 

A summary of the Annual Report was shared with those who attended.  The full Annual Report for 

the period will be published soon and the audited accounts will be available on the Charity 

Commission website. You can read the summary of the Annual Report here 

It has been a very busy and, in many ways, a positive year, with achievements in all three of PACC’s 

core works areas; Influence & Change, Information Provision and Community Support.  There are 

challenges however in embedding coproduction throughout the Shropshire SEND System and 

ensuring that parent carer voices are truly at the heart of decision making.  PACC will continue to 

work to address this. 

 

http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShropsPACC
mailto:info@paccshropshire.org.uk
http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/cd-content/uploads/files/AGM%202023%2024%20presentation.pdf


 

 

 

  

Department of Education Funding 

 

 

The Department For Education has announced 

new funding totalling £750million to create an 

additional 10,000 new school places for children with 

SEND. The funding will be used to deliver adaptations, 

expand specialist units in mainstream, as well as create 

new places in special schools. 

Guidance has been issued today for Local Authorities 

on how this additional funding can be used. Suggested 

types of works are; 

• The creation of SEN units and resource 

provision: These are specialist provisions 

within mainstream schools to support 

inclusion. 

• Mainstream adaptions and improvements: 

Accessible toilets, improved acoustic and 

lighting and creating spaces for re-regulation 

for example. 

• Assistive Technology: Such as scanning pens or 

dictation software. 

• Special school expansions: includes Post 16 

specialist provision 

 

ELSEC Update 

 

 

Early Language Support for Every Child is an initiative from the Department for 

Education to help promote improved early interventions for children who 

demonstrate language and communication difficulties. PACC sit on the steering 

group for this work as we recognise that many children with SEND may benefit 

from this support offer. We also recognise there will be proportion of children 

where there needs will surpass this support offer and they will need more targeted, 

and specialist support made available to them. This work falls into the Change 

Programme activity Shropshire has been part of.  

http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/additional-funding-to-support-send-provision-announced
http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/elsec-update


 

  

Staying Safe Online 

 

 

If your child has any worries about online safety or in general they can get free 1:1 

online support at Kooth   

 

 

The NSPCC also have some great resources for parents and children around online 

safety, including resources for families who have children with special educational 

needs and disabilities  

https://forms.office.com/e/239sCmcBu4
https://orlo.uk/EpsMt?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3_Cy-lWx1MCVULCtmyIT61h7sAcJgSU5Om_gChLknkBWrgLrj_nXvTX5M_aem_3Z8ylzc0ZUyem0Slws4L7w
https://orlo.uk/d3tn4?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR33LnlmfV_Fx7Ni076byuhZ_4DbC0Fr8OS_WQWWgCmH-75CHEM3NnlhICI_aem_xFsQBCjWqPi_BSdHmh-2sg


 

  

Understanding the Impact of the Government's Welfare Reform Green Paper on 

Families with SEND 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Government has introduced a Welfare Reform Green Paper that could bring significant changes to 

benefits and support systems. These proposals may have a direct impact on Parent Carers of children or 

young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). It is important to understand these 

changes and how they may affect your family’s financial and social wellbeing. 

SEND and Alternative Provision Survey 

 

 

This survey aims to provide the system with information and intelligence 

about the impact they are having on the areas of concern raised in the Ofsted 

CQC inspection of 2020 and the reinspection that followed shortly after.  

These areas were quality and timeliness of EHCPs, assessment and diagnostic 

timescales for Autism and ADHD pathways, and the assessment timescales for 

Speech Language and Communication services.  

To date, PACC have participated in workstreams and contributed to many 

discussions supporting improvements across these areas. The Neurodiversity 

Practitioners were developed and employed as a role to improve the 

experience of families awaiting diagnostic assessment of Autism and ADHD. 

They provide crucial support and guidance to schools and young people to 

help ensure their needs are suitably met. The Speech and Language helpline, 

Talkboost communications resource and intervention package, and the 

ongoing improvement to information about communication skills has been 

influenced by PACC reps participation in discussions seeking ways to provide 

triage and support options across Shropshire.  

 

http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/understanding-the-impact-of-the-government-s-welfare-reform-green-paper-on-families-with-send
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Forlo.uk%2FhPp5n%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1yxVQu0VJg_4sn4p_MCkkU5_WcKFPgCMAcoHNOTtdjRb6ckPTlGVCYux0_aem_ZpY7jc2VRIEVN2OJQtB3uw&h=AT3aiKoI-qNe3YJx56vDT5lTjDmdxFKIHT-xqn5kjBNuPqr3erI3wRxd2L3gQ8nVK0nTB5OGEKefo4bRUMs-6Q1hhu5Z22E3DupwTdc1pxBGNx1tYA-V3bYFkFDbZqZKcbaA8TKYRVSIQUSTQxfYjDULnk7OKA&__tn__=R%5d-R&c%5b0%5d=AT359lElVn51Nz0nuU9SJCyZMwKSjMHGWvGfIzZXTOUcUP0XpehzYx_Nj0aJ0201rRuNvuOC7JaqPFm4xx99gJWFa578PgmeMhavvsRFTG5z1GknolXPM5dKlvRYYp3RDRkJRc3aHap6QFjBCc_YCQ1iAQkobji6zoNy-VMTap8YKmMKwIcKVs6v7lk9nq30GYatcoX8hqwMFT0F6CI


 

 

  

Phase Transfer to post-16 education 

 

 

If your child has an EHC plan and they are transferring 

from secondary school to a post-16 institution this year, 

the deadline for your local authority to review and 

amend your child's EHC plan is Monday 31st March. 

 

This deadline is statutory, not optional. 

If you have still not received an amended plan, IPSEA 

have useful information including templates on their 

website. 

National Consultation Opportunity – click on image for more information 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/1L3hKezu29/
https://www.ipsea.org.uk/letter-to-la-when-it-has-or-will-breach-the-deadline-for-reviewing-and-amending-the-ehc-plan-in-advance-of-a-phase-transfer-template-letter-12?fbclid=IwY2xjawJXUWxleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHS2TzKgsrqqjp605gOyFon3SIKULYbSlxXVM9Zkad2004IXVmmmLsfkVtw_aem_bPIWEcEojb61t3IUTh54mw


 

 

  

The Easter holidays are coming! Shropshire Holiday 

Activities and Food (HAF) programme is now open for 

bookings. 

Your child aged 4 (reception class age) to 16 can get a 

FREE place: 

If you get benefits-related free school meals, or 

Have been referred by a professional 

A number of holiday clubs are able to offer places to 

children with special educational needs or disabilities 

(SEND). 

Some holiday clubs also offer additional paid places, 

that are available to those not eligible for HAF, so it's 

worth taking a look if you need childcare or activities to 

keep your children busy during the holidays. 

 

Shropshire Council have announced that the national charity Kids, have been awarded the contract to 

deliver the Shropshire Universal Autism Support Service from 1st April 2025.  This is the service 

previously delivered by Autism West Midlands. 

Kids will continue to offer support to families without the need for a formal diagnosis and positively the 

age range for the service has been increased by 1 year to 0-19 years.  The services will also provide 

training for Shropshire practitioners to increase the understanding of autism and how to effectively 

support autistic children and young people and their families. 

 

Shropshire Universal Support Service Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kids.org.uk/services/shropshire-universal-autism-support-service/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Forlo.uk%2FuxLkr%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3RwB2p4ppgTBJPdezdXjmMzg8F3oLN43pOewJddLjtHbt5OuwE5vs5m_Y_aem_Z9wCmVRtAwu-aE6dfUkh4A&h=AT1IqHV7gltp-PZrpa8ebjP36F-_Xttfj7GLNh-ny-9XgZLsoaUnU1T57CLyDTbiYUSFDmOB107VkgP2T44o5zjIMyvoee7gqSwU4AJAQMkIgQvmTQE-xBbthqiX4fwkNrpO_r8hxCQw8y9Z3_KlxeI3vTjj-A&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3HYDKvwA7uGljhMGxX3bD3VfmMdveHUhijrHxvsJnY8zEHGW4rJ73Qvy_poPcR7eSEpP8THPEXR_HgatFTXH5GVx-_fXx5NIj6peXGPefRFjOoT8XYk87_QgR3UXMcR1jogOmH3FDg58kbcGadVr2brhzHApxSbTsalwcyQ4uxJu7fu8V8Z871SpdDfwWO


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shrewsbury Museum and Art Gallery Quiet Hour 

 

 

 

Join us at Shrewsbury Museum & Art Gallery for The Quiet Hour on Monday 14th April 11AM-12PM. 

Visitors can expect a quieter time as the museum is closed to the general public. Audio elements around 

the galleries will be turned off/down low. Shrewsbury Museum & Art Gallery offers visitors the 

opportunity to journey through the history and heritage of this medieval town and Shropshire. It contains 

four galleries: Roman Gallery, Medieval Gallery, Tudor and Stuart Gallery and the Shropshire Gallery. 

 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/shrewsburymuseum/t-dvzdyxy?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0MrpNGr8CvjeDbPgFNWexeKXbT3yzL1roh1_bIzS4qIgyQM1UoesPSc8g_aem_Qx_3PN-MFeBPosHYLSNgUQ


  

PEGS - Child to Parent Abuse Support 

 

 

PEGS is a social enterprise set up to support parents, 

carers and guardians who are experiencing Child to 

Parent Abuse (including those with adult offspring). We 

don't directly work with the child displaying the 

behaviours but have a network of partners whose 

expertise lies in this area. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PEGS.Support?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUyQQ9gPC45YduWwOVti1200hF7GzbR5cdCdP-tnf7FP8tdHBbw7ndEtKDN2DLuNi7bf_lLC-V7bBMQ8SEA9hEx43IjEOMnisDXNmCcF9OzA5NSmauc2uTcHnEBBstqKWBYyVM-_q8ZKkyY4GrXT-c0yH95v1RfqGQrQvauALnKT890ktrJDy7tzrZodOk7w-__IFLefRy1zFvNn0q9X1LP_dOeeK0T9KF3iogzVlMMvA&__tn__=-UC*F
https://www.pegsupport.co.uk/
https://www.shropshiresendiass.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawItb7pleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHRGNh_XM4CzvWOujqyvUYDZjJj9U7sVSqWUigHfR0W6mDvGY2vdmckRCNw_aem_WBaoP7FIyMCSCne052hpiA


 

  

Fun and games - and LEGO - at The Darwin 

shopping centre in Shrewsbury this Easter. 

Easter Fun Day - Sat 12 April, 11am to 3pm, outside 

Poundland. There’ll be classic fairground games, skill 

challenges, and prizes for all ages. 

 LEGO brick-building - Sat 12 to Sun 27 April 

(10am to 4pm) at Darwin's Den – with a chance 

to win £100 worth of LEGO® sets. 

 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/the-send-local-offer/support-for-parent-carers/send-newsletter-for-parent-carers-and-families/
https://newsroom.shropshire.gov.uk/2025/03/easter-fun-darwin-centre-shrewsbury/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Understanding Autism: Meltdowns and 

Emotions 

 

Join this free webinar from The Witherslack group 

on Understanding Autism: Meltdowns and 

Emotions 

• How to identify and approach a meltdown 

• Strategies to support your child's anxiety, 

helping them build confidence 

•  How to establish a calming self-help 

environment to promote emotional well-

being 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://f.mtr.cool/xdxhumtocy?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0O8SczPe74ulI4R6VTYD7-XgyL31f5GnN0Ha5bPuVibI3RgyJS3JNLeTk_aem_ObwT9FTe_dMIk1Yx0Xv_og
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhubs.li%2FQ03bGrH80%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0O8SczPe74ulI4R6VTYD7-XgyL31f5GnN0Ha5bPuVibI3RgyJS3JNLeTk_aem_ObwT9FTe_dMIk1Yx0Xv_og&h=AT34LPoI7enPdZLXVrpytnqEY-2ta2W-RQBn24q5uS4FKD6oymKgoTOJzVKIuwuZzP6gugJ2Zsmk_5JbRFQifE1kAwLFeA3dWdXQXxZoemiY2M8NksYbUGLwTYlRZ_V668AY6sIn0VbWrWO54lOQcc5ZCurP2g&__tn__=-UK*F&c%5b0%5d=AT2pYt7dziYEkLcLhINp_TefsjP95XU0vfZrX9Nf8jifMwh24LMviZnWLiZAzv3RJQ25TK8iAUHLJkogeAfTO8CJN-1vntHePEA4J6g4TmyuO_xKMfKLg3MVc72dzX_wgpH8G5pNo_pcT25Gk1z2n7qF1Ne8buV5hiSx4KiX8HVkwxi6kTiduaPEV3VXTlQ95oRJEjhWCIquS5yJBg3p9H1gGzBPu6xsP7ayqou_rQnUnhN_2P8V-K0Oi64


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

 


