
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shropshire Parent and Carer Council  

Monthly Newsletter. 

 January 2024 

Welcome to PACC’s monthly newsletter.  

If you have any questions or require any further information, 

please email:  

info@paccshropshire.org.uk 

 

PACC has been working hard to improve how it shares information with the 
Shropshire SEND Community, as part of this the PACC Annual Report for the period 
November 2022 to October 2023, has taken on a new look.  Our Annual Report is now 
structured around our three new work area headings; 

• Influence & Change 
• Information Provision 
• Community Support 

Each work area is has a specific colour reflecting PACC's branding and to help identify 
in broad terms what the information is about. 

Our hope is that this brings more clarity to our role and ensures that the Shropshire 
SEND Community’s has a good understanding of what we do and how we work.  We 
have also taken the opportunity to share some of the lovely photographs we have to 
celebrate the amazing children and young people who are at the heart of our 
community.  

PACC Annual Report 

SEND Transport is currently under review by Shropshire Council. PACC have 

shared several updates over the last 12 months about this, and have made 

representations to Shropshire Council encouraging coproduction throughout 

the process. They have now announced engagement sessions are to be 

delivered where families can present their views on SEND Transport options 

and inform the process further. 

We would encourage families to consider how not having SEND Transport 

would impact your lives, how the provision can be improved, and how the 

process of applying and accessing transport can be delivered so that families 

feel supported and cared for. 

Included in our article is a survey from Shropshire Council to help them arrange 

the engagement sessions and a survey from us to help shape our ongoing input 

and what we say to Shropshire Council to inform and influence the process. 

SEND Transport Update 

http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ShropsPACC
mailto:info@paccshropshire.org.uk
http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/pacc-rsquo-s-annual-report-published
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8-Ry0vSxDkyIYEnABJKdr7B0zd5G8TRNvyFWlzwWhCRUNVNYVFpQM0JETjE3TzQyTEg5NEQ0RU8wRS4u
http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/send-transport-update


 

  

Healthier Together Website 

 

 

 

NHS Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin have funded a new website providing information about a range of 

health topics for parents, children and young people and pregnant women.  Healthier Together was an 

approach developed in Wessex, which has now been adapted and launched in other parts of the 

country to meet local needs. As well as providing information on common childhood illnesses for both 

physical and mental health, including advice on what 'red-flag' signs to look out for, where to seek help 

if required and how long your child's symptoms are likely to last, it gives information on local services 

that SEND families specifically might want to know about.  PACC has supported the development of the 

Healthier Together website, using feedback from Shropshire parent carers about key information 

needed. The site currently provides information on SEND in Shropshire, Neurodiversity, including 

Autism, ADHD, Tics and Tourettes, child development and the support available for SEND families 

locally and nationally. Pages are also being developed on Foetal Alcohol Syndrome and supporting the 

health of anyone with a Learning Disability, links will be shared when these are available.  

 

The right medication at the right time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People with a learning disability, autism or both are more likely to be given medication (including psychotropic 
medication) than other people. ‘Psychotropic medication’ is medication which affect behaviour, mood, 
thoughts, or perception. 

Many individuals from the Learning Disability and Autism communities are given such medication when they 
do not have a diagnosed mental health condition. Sometimes these medications are given to individuals, 
including children and young people because of behaviours that challenge others and that others are 
struggling to understand. 

In Shropshire PACC provides parent carer representation on the STOMP/STAMP work group.  There are two 
subgroups which report to this work group. One is developing improved clinical pathways for the prescribing 
and monitoring of medication use.  This includes ensuring that those with a Learning Disability and / or Autism, 
who are taking psychotropic medication, receive regular health checks and that clinicians include individuals 
and their family in decision making relating to medication. The other subgroup, which is co-chaired by PACC, is 
focused on improving information provision about this issue, promoting an improved understanding of 
alternatives to medication use and supporting system/culture change in regard to the use of medication as a 
response to behaviour which challenges. 

 

https://stw-healthiertogether.nhs.uk/parentscarers/send-special-educational-needs-and-disability
http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/the-right-medication-at-the-right-time
https://www.engage.england.nhs.uk/survey/5711c69b/consultation/intro/


 

 

 

  

6-month Review of the Shropshire SEND Accelerated Progress Plan 

 

 

 

The Shropshire SEND system was required to produce an Accelerated Progress Plan (APP) after the 
SEND Inspection revisit last year.  This plan focuses on areas that were identified as continuing to need 
improvement; 

• Significant waiting times for large numbers of children and young people on the ASD and ADHD 
diagnostic pathways 

• Significant waiting times for those needing assessment and treatment from the speech and 
language therapy service 

• Inconsistency in the quality of input from education, health and care into EHC assessment and 
planning 

PACC provides parent carer representation on the groups working on the areas identified as in need of 
improvement and the APP has been a significant focus of our work.  The experience and feedback of 
parent carers has been shared and has informed much of the activity that has happened.  

 

http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/6-month-review-of-the-shropshire-send-accelerated-progress-plan


 

  

Mayfair Community Centre is a 

community and healthy living 

centre in Church Stretton. We 

provide services, facilities, and 

activities to support the health, 

wellbeing and independence of 

people living in the Stretton’s and 

surrounding areas. As well as 

providing care services, we put 

on arts and crafts and fitness 

activities, and offer access to 

complementary health, 

befriending support and social 

prescribing. With the help of 

more than 250 active volunteers, 

we take a leading role in the 

development of a strong, thriving 

and supportive community. 

 

https://stw-healthiertogether.nhs.uk/parentscarers/send-special-educational-needs-and-disability
http://www.paccshropshire.org.uk/send-transport-consultation-announcement


 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/OswestrySENparents


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=8-Ry0vSxDkyIYEnABJKdr4weeN0bZoFNn8BN-6L8R2dUOERNMzNPMExHSjlGWlVRMkpDUE43RjROQi4u


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
  



 

 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fgDSHn0e3kyomIOBqWzTCA-DCxT4-8NAvyGz9JTVA7pUQ1lDOEszUDdOQ0szQUhKNU44SzJCS1JKTS4u&fbclid=IwAR0Yw6bl2JRb0DPxl7ZC_JvQiAYlajCGzuRKDKrDVZckWkkfsynJDSuyR2M
https://www.mencap.org.uk/sites/default/files/2016-06/Annual_health_checks_Easy_Read_1.pdf
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fbebodypositive.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3oPcu56yap1pwcXLidrTwe-u3FVf-u7wrcKAkoKmIEk62j8YR227aD6k4&h=AT1DSWV-dcSs6ZP6Kwkq2AXEE5ZDzOs9TBPC9ZokndlvmxvpRVQm9RTWq0qRNMgXJL_vIUsFwT1OPpwKnO5VsRDOjA6osobB-vJt5MfSXMrv06TRegTnw5YfmzOJBNFE8KVchiImQ7tw8nbqLw&__tn__=-UK*F&c%5b0%5d=AT3Ownfp9027Zv9v7femR8Q6TxFDjL9wI7mRqtl1AtMbVfCoRGlCCC6FKxHklOycZhOvezVORbN95yXkbR9UwYpnPTrb97xIRub38FUuJzyHLF73HqswB5ClsXtKnU2KHveP9kpXUIeGuqiD6nM7066wge-4p-Rn09GMEgec05Z45Ms4nY3VTYfxl8ltlLRodUXVF-KnAz0oFwNRV4xgWHdDnjSxGm4KsZH1

